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Young people restore the dignity to war victims 

Donor: US Embassy in BiH 

Camp Kozarac - School of Different Memories East Bosnia - School of Different Memories Herzegovina 

 

Although faced with challenges regarding the COVID-19 outbreak, Youth Initiative for Human 

Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina (YIHR BiH) was able to successfully implement and realize all 

its planned activities, such as Camp Kozarac and both Schools of Different Memories.  

The point of these three schools is to start a conversation on themes that are being used to 

manipulate people in the modern Bosnia and Herzegovina and bring more attention towards the 

ones who have face the war, their story, narrative and trauma. This way we are empowering the 

youth to be the voice which will create a new wave of changes. This year, participants from Bosnia 

and Herzegovina have encountered themselves for the first time with themes that shape their 

society, or gained a different perspective of what they’ve heard of their entire lives. Hearing stories 

of victims of war starts the view of empathy is understanding, and most importantly detecting why 

something has happened so it would not repeat itself. Another important moment is meeting and 

communicating with their peers on these subjects, thus creating (step by step) a community of 

youth fighting for the same cause, together. 

This year we have had three amazing groups of young people, in which discussions and reflections 

were very fruitful and intense, the groups showed great responsibility towards the program and 

have realized the point of it. So on our side, we must say that we are more than satisfied with the 

realization of these schools. 

How it went, through agenda and details plus visual pictures, you will see in the continuation of 

this report. 
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Camp Kozarac 

1 – 6 August 2021 

 

The regional camp in Kozarac is a programme organised by YIHR BiH in collaboration with the 

Centre for Youth in Prijedor “KVART”. The objective of the camp is to give young people an 

insight into the effects of the 1992-1995 war, its connection to World War II and new perspectives 

and narratives about these two wars. There were 21  participants from Prijedor, Maglaj, Bihać, 

Ključ, Sarajevo, Srebrenica, Tuzla, Banja Luka, Novi Grad, Ilidža, Donji Vakuf, Stolac, Brčko, 

Goražde, Sanski Most.  

This year, the group of participants had a unique opportunity to visit different sites, such as the 

concentration camps from the 1992-1995 war (Keraterm, Omarska, Trnopolje), the DNA 

laboratory in Sanski Most, and Šušnjari, a significant symbol related to World War II, and many 

more.  

 

Day one In Prijedor, the participants and coordinators got together in the office of the Centre for 

Youth “KVART” in Prijedor. The next stop was Kozarac, once all participanc came to Prijededor 

we set off for Kozarac. After everyone settled in their rooms, they sat in a circle and every 

individual introduced themselves, expressed their thoughts and expectations for the project. The 

two coordinators presented themselves, their organisations and the agenda of Camp Kozarac, they 

as well answered additional questions from participants. Later on the first dinner came and the 

participants started making their first connections on the Camp. 

 

Day two started with a lecture by Tamara Šmidling. She spoke about culture of remembrance, how 

to culturaly detect narratives and see the changes of narratives in different regimes. She as well 

encouraged the first discussions between participants. After this lecture, they have had group 

assignments which are related to the topic of Šmidling’s lecture. They were put in groups of four 
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and discussed about the culture of remembrance in their local communities and detecting the main 

narratives which they presented to the rest of the participants. Day two then continued with a visit 

to the museum “Kozara” on Mount Kozara, infamous for the battles fought in World War II. The 

visit was followed by a lecture about World War II. After the curator explained how the situation 

had escalated during World War II, the participants asked numerous questions. The curator also 

provided the information related to Kozara, Kozarac and Prijedor during World War II. The 

particiants also found out more about civil victims in World War two of Kozara and Prijedor, and 

were eager to know the story of Diana Budisavljević. The day ended with a reflection session with 

psychologist. In this reflection participants engaged in a deeper conversation and showed interest 

and trust towards the internal group, thus creating a productive working group and safe zone for 

all questions of their interest. This day they especially focused on the local narratives and 

manipulation of masses . 

 

 
Day three started off with the group travelling to one of the concentration camps located in and 

around the territory of Prijedor. First on the list was Keraterm. Teufik Kulašić, a survivor of the 

camp, talked to the participants about the conditions in the camp in which he, his friends, 

neighbours, relatives, etc. had been detained. For many participants Kulašić’s speech was very 

emotional, a lot of the participants stayed longer to thank him and exchange final thoughts. The 

second concentration camp scheduled on the agenda for day three was Trnopolje. At Trnopolje, a 

lecture was delivered by one of the victims who had been held and tortured at the camp, Fikret 

Alić, known also as the man shown on the TIME cover standing behind barbed wire. Here again 

participants were surprised to have the man from the famous cover standing in front of them. We 

than met Nusreta Sivac, a survivor of the camp Omarska, Nusreta is one of the most famous 

wartime activists who made rape in war recognised as a war crime. Together we have gone to a 

mass grave where Nusreta shared her story and the story of her colleagues in Omarska. People 
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were surprise with the stability she spoke with.  Then the participants, guided by Edin Ramulić, 

visited monuments of Prijedor where he explained their context and narrative. At the end of the 

day the participants watched a movie about youth activism in Prijedor and then Branko Ćulibrk, 

executive director of KVART, gave a lecture about the role of activism in dealing with the past. 

The third day also ended with a reflection session with the psychologist where every participant 

gave their insights. On this reflection they have been very focused on the camp survivers and their 

emotions, where we discussed in detail about ptsp and its consequences on everyday life. This 

brought the participants to realization of the state their relatives who have survived the war. 
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Day four: On day four of the camp we travelled to Sanski Most and started with a visit to Šušnjari 

Memorial Complex where Edin Ramulić gave the participants in depth knowledge about its role 

and significance in WWII and the ignorance about the location today, with many young people 

not even knowing this place exists. We have then visited the center of Sanski Most and analysed 

the main monuments of Sanski Most, their stories and then the message it sends to the wider 

masses. After this monument visit, the participants visited the DNA  laboratory Šejkovača (or KIP- 

Krajina identification centre) where ICMP employees and experts explained the laboratory’s job 

of finding and identifying lost victims and the procedure from a professional point of view and 

answered numerous questions. The day, as before, ended with reflections on what the participants 

had experienced and seen on this day. They especially focused on the DNA laboratory- how they 

have had no idea of how complex the procedure of identifying is and how bad the state of the 

laboratory is, continuing a discussion of the role of the country in this whole issue. 

 

Day five: The final day of the camp, began with the lecture on culture as a form of resistance to 

fascism, delivered by Darko Cvijetić, with whom the participants have spoken to even an hour 

longer than expected.  Following this lecture, participants heard from Đorđe Mihovilović, a curator 

from Jasenovac memory centre, about Jasenovac (a concentration camp held by NDH – the 

Independent State of Croatia in World War II). Our participants delivered fruitfull discussions after 

both lectures, and as a reward for their excellent work the entire project and as well as supporting 

the local economy of the small place Kozarac, they have had a free time activity at the local 

swimming pool. Later that night we again held, the participants focused a lot on Cvijetić’s part, 

because sent a message of love an peace which truly touched the participants and they started 

discussing on what is needed to after a wartime trauma Cvijetić has lived through achieve inner 

peace and peace between other human beigns regardless of any parameter. At the end we also held 

a final evaluation where participants expressed their final impressions of the Camp. This Camp 
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was especially meaningful for those who have for the first time encountered themselves on topics 

of war survivors and their personal stories and has given them a lot to think about. In general the 

participants have gained productive conclusions, created new bonds and overall had a positive 

experience. 

 

Day six: Even if it was the departure day, an interesting part was that the participants all woke up 

earlier and worked together to clean up the accommodation and their teamwork was amazing. We 

than were going towards our departure, and participants have took their time to say goodbye to 

one another. It was very emotional to see the youth knowing eachother for only a few days have 

already created bonds. And that was the end of Camp Kozarac. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

During Camp Kozarac young people from Bosnia and Herzegovina learned about what had 

happened in the past, the significance of remembrance, how it can affect society and how new 

generations build perspectives about the present and past societies. The participants demonstrated 

their potential to be the future ambassadors of spreading awareness about how our youth can be 

manipulated into a unconscious state of hatred towards any individual that is different from him 

or her. Our participants this year have shown great interest and engagement in these themes. It 

surprised us that almost every lecture and every reflection went over time, because the participants 

wanted to say everything they needed to say as well as listen to their peers. This year was one of 

the best teams in the history of Camp Kozarac, and we are greatly thankful for its outcome. 
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School of Different Memories: East Bosnia  

18-22 August 2021. 

 

From 18th to 22nd August of 2021, twenty-five participants from Bosnia and Herzegovina together 

with two coordinators, participated in the School of Different Memories: East Bosnia and Podrinje. 

The participants came from Sarajevo, Ilidža, Maglaj, Novi Grad, Mostar, Goražde, Zenica, 

Busovača, Ljubuški, Zvornik, Donji Vakuf, Vareš and Počitelj. To our big and positive surprise, a 

lot of participants from Camp Kozarac have decided to join us again. The main goal of the school 

is to give an opportunity to new generations to see the events from the last two wars in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina from a different perspective and to show them how different events are interpreted 

by direct witnesses, survivors and experts as well as focusing on the dominance of speaking in one 

narrative, and clashing those narratives ones against another.   

Day one: On the first day of the program everyone arrived safely to Goražde and the participants 

got to introduce themselves to each other, and with the coordinators spoke about their expectations 

for the school, the participants opened the subject of World War II with a special reference to the 

views of the local community. There a historian and professor from Goražde took us to see the 

most important sights in Goražde. We set off to the bridge of Alija Izetbegović in Goraže where 

the professor explained the point of changing names of bridges and streets. The participants than 

visited the monument of Blessed Martyrs of the Drina, where they gained an insight into the events 

during World War II in East Bosnia. The professor spoke more in depth about historical moments 

and their context in East Bosnia. With it being the first day and arriving to Goražde in the 

afternoon, the participants had the first night free of reflections.  
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Day two: The second they of the School began with a visit to Višegrad, where the participants first 

heard a lecture on history of Višegrad from profesor Divna Vasić, about the famous Višegrad 

bridge and as well visited the Jewish cemetery. Here Vasić spoke about “the neigbours who are 

here no more” and said how the Jewish society isn’t cared for in her local community.  After that, 

they spoke to war camp survivor Jankica Samovuković who spoke about his traumatic past. After 

the lecture, the participants visited two locations notorious for the burning of civilians during the 

last war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and together with Suljo Fejzić, a Bosniak officer from 

Višegrad,  discussed the war crimes committed in and around Višegrad during the last war in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina and the current situation of Bosniaks in Višegrad. Day two ended with a 

projection of the movie “For Those Who Can Tell No Tales” showing the legacy of the wartime 

atrocities in Višegrad. The day ended with an in dept reflection on what they have seen and heard 

on day one, one of the most focused parts was of Vasić’s lecture when she mentioned “the 

neighbours who are here no more” and the participants compared it to modern day Bosnia where 

people have move or stayed (in most cases) there where they are an ethnical majority. Also they 

have compared Samovuković and Fejzić, how different the speaches of a camp prisoner and officer 

are. 

 

 

 

Day three: On the third day of the program, the participants visited the National Park Sutjeska 

where they heard a lecture about events from World War II. Here they have encountered 
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themselves with the Yugoslav narrative and remembrance culture. After their visit to the National 

Park Sutjeska, they moved on to visit Foča, where the main focus of the discussion was 

demystification of war crimes and institutional narratives of those war crimes. The participants 

visited the Museum of Old Herzegovina in Foča,where the participants have seen how the museum 

presents the history of Bosnia and Herzegovina and more specifically Republic of Srpska. In the 

museum they spoke with Slavko Đorđević, a war survivor who lost his family in the crime on 

Jošanica, a war crime that is not known or spoken about. Later on the participants spoke with 

Hikmet Krkalić, a professor who is from Foča, who spoke about the present day situation in Foča 

as well as his family trauma because of the war.  After Krkalić explained various events from Foča 

such as rape crimes and camps, we visited the sport hall Partisan and the prison building just to 

see the picture of the story. This night’s reflection was very fruitful, where they have compared 

firstly the speaker of the previous day, Fejzić and todays Đorđević, realizing they speak the same 

just from different ethnical backgrounds, seeing the power of narratives. They then focused very 

much on the one sided memorialization in Foča, and started questioning whether the museums and 

monuments from their own cities are one sided as well. The reflection enhanced numerous critical 

thoughts. 
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Day four: The last day of the program Is finally meeting Goražde’s narrative. They visited the 

historical site “Rorovi” where ex commander Abuselam Pelam Sijerčić spoke with them about the 

war in Goražde and the topic of discussion was life under siege. The next was a lecture from an 

informal activist group “Unmarked Places of War Crimes” and presented their work, they showed 

unmarked war crimes all over Bosnia and Herzegovina and gave participants a list where they all 

have found their own cities and asked about the crimes there. After that, the participants visited 

the museum in Goražde where they had seen objects that represent life under siege and heard the 

story of the curator Adi, who was a small boy when the war had started. The participants also 

visited the improvised war bridge under the main bridge in Goražde. After that, they spoke with 

Esma Drkenda, an ex woman soldier. She is a rare example of a soldrier who has worked on their 

trauma and has completely healed, and thus this was very interesting and important for the 

participants as they have freely asked her questions they do not have the courage to ask their 

parents. The day ended with the movie projection “Heroes of the battle for the workers” and again, 

with a reflection. On this reflection they have connected the three locations, what they have in 

common, how the war played out in East Bosnia, and most importantly the cyclical repeating of 

history.  
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Reflections after each day of the program were productive, the participants openly shared their 

opinions on the narratives presented earlier within the program. Most of the participants were not 

even aware of the extent of events during the last two wars in that region but during the reflections, 

they said that through the School they had gained new insights and new information. The 

participants were open enough on every discussion, approximately half of the group had always 

something to say. On the last day, they have all had a consensus on why this is organized, and even 

after being emotionally exhausted, had the energy to show their gratitude for this experience. 

Overall, we could say that this year’s School of Different Memories: East Bosnia and Podrinje was 

a successful, and offered the participants important understanding of past events and their 

importance for today’s process of reconciliation.   

 

 

 

School of Different Memories: Stolac 

 28. August – 2 September 2021 

 

The School of Different Memories brought together a group of 29 young people, 25 from different 

communities and 4 local participants, who have different ethnic and religious backgrounds. This 
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year we had participants from Sarajevo,Gračanica, Bihać, Banja Luka, Mostar, Zenica, Ključ, 

Stolac, Kiseljak, Ilidža, Konjic, Visoko, Maglaj, Tešanj, Gornji Vakuf, Bugojno, and Goražde. 

They visited various sites across Herzegovina connected to the 1992-1995 war and World War II. 

One of the main goals of the School is to offer young people a deeper knowledge about past 

atrocities and therefore inspire a more nuanced narrative of the past.   

Day one: The participants gathered in Sarajevo from where our bus set off on our journey to Stolac. 

There, we held an introduction session in which the participants got the opportunity to learn about 

each other and set the rules of the school clear. The day finished with a group dinner and 

preparations for the next day. 

Day two:  We started off with a talk with the main imam of the Islamic comunity in Stolac about 

Stolac, during war and the local community today when looking through it in the context of 

religion. During the conversation, the participants asked questions about the relationship between 

different religious communities in Stolac. Next on the agenda was a talk with two young peers 

from Stolac, Berina Amidžić and Mehmedalija Ratkušić, about youth, activism and nationalism in 

Stolac and in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The local activists represented the real situation with two 

schools under one roof, growing up in Stolac and the division –from schools, ambulances to caffes. 

On a brighter sie they also explained the work of their youth organization called Third Shift, which 

has a goal to unite Bosniak and Croat teenagers. The last activity of the day was the departure for 

Prebilovci, where the group visited a church. Prebilovci is famous for having two tragic events 

occurring during World War II, and the war in the 1990s. The curator told the story of Prebilovci, 

and later brought the group to the old school of Prebilovci which is now a museum. The day ended 

with the first group reflection, where they firstly discussed of the parallels between the imam and 

the youth of Stolac, where the imam was showing Stolac as an ideal city with no division and the 

youth showing a completely different perspective. Another moment they had when discussing 

about the event in Prebilovci, was that nobody knew about it before coming to this school, and 

they were trying to detect the reasons on why is this the case. 
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Day three: Day three was the most intense day regarding travel. First, we visited Ravno, where 

we talked to the local community, represented by municipality leaders Vesna Slobođan and 

Stanislav Vukorep who dived into Ravno’s situation during World war two and during the last 

war. Both speakers were very emotional when talking about their people. After Ravno, we 

travelled to Kruševo and Mostar, where the group had an opportunity to talk to Milo Pušić who 

was a member of the Croatian Defence Council in Kruševo. He talked about war times in that 

region, and shared his perspective of the war. At the end of the day, we talked to Lorens Stranjak, 

a young person and activist from Mostar. Stranjak explained the division in Mostar and gave the 

participants a tour to the line of division. The participants had many questions for Stranjak because 
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most of them knew about Mostar through tourism only, and hearing the reality made them eager 

to know more. A general reflection at the end of the day allowed the participants to express their 

feelings about the new knowledge they had acquired. They focused a lot on our speakers from 

Ravno and Kruševo and noticed heavy narrative they spoke trough, and tried to come to the roots 

of it. They also discussed how Stranjak was a breath of fresh air and analyzed on how the 

differences come from a traumatized and non-traumatized speaker, how objectivity is har to reach. 
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Day four In the fourth day of the program it was all about the local community, so we travelled to 

Orašlje, a village in the municipality of Stolac specific for having an identical crime be committed 

on the same date, in the Second World war and previous Yugoslav war. We had the opportunity 

to talk to one of the survivors, Meho, who provided us with new information and understanding 

about Orašlje, a place where crimes were committed in 1943 and 1993. Meho had lost his family 

in both of these events, which left the participants shocked. After that, we had the chance to talk 

to the local imam of Orašlje ef. Asim Bajrić, who helped us understand the society in that local 

community as well as have insights about two schools under one roof, him being a parent of 

children going to such a school. After that we have visited the Necropolis of Stećci, Radimlja 

where the participants have heard about the portrayal and history of Stećci in a specific narrative 

and needed to detect the nationalization of monuments which aren’t even connected to the previous 

war. In the afternoon, we visited the former Bone hospital in Stolac. The Bone hospital was 

converted into a transitional concentration camp in 1993, the participants had the opportunity to 

hear about horrifying events that had occurred in this builing from Amer Đulić, a former 

imprisoner of this camp at the age of 16. Đulić has been in four camps for 233 days. Participants 

were firstly surprised at what trauma this man has gone through, but than amazed that he spoke of 

all crimes on all three sides.  At the end of the day, a reflection was held which turned out a bit 

more emotional than the previous ones, finally releasing all they have seen in Herzegovina. They 

have started critically looking through speakers, comparing them one with another and finding the 

similarities and differences. They have also started to question one very important thing- what was 

needed for people to commit such terrible crimes and leave traumas on civilians?  
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Day five was the last day in Herzegovina, and we traveled back to Sarajevo. On our way back, we 

visited Grabovica, a place near Jablanica, which is known for the crimes committed against Croat 
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civilians by the Army of the Republic of BiH where survivor Josip Drežnjak had talked about his 

family and the ignorance of this crime. Our last stop was Bradina, near Konjic, where Serb civilians 

had been killed by the Army of the Republic of BiH and Croatian Council of Defence . At the end 

of the day, we arrived to Sarajevo and gathered in the office of YIHR. We have commented on 

these two events, and finally held our last reflection regarding the entire school. The participants 

spoke in a circle and shared their main experiences, mostly confirming their former ignorance, 

chaning their perspective about war and Herzegovinia, and most importantly creating a more 

emphatic approach to war victims. We finished the school off with participants giving each other 

their certificates and exchanging nice comments one to another. 

 

 

A nice final touch to this camp was that the participants came the next day to the office and hung 

out all together until their buses came, instead of being tourists in Sarajevo, they chose spending 

the bit of time left together,  
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As a result of this year’s Summer School, young people acquired new knowledge about World 

War II and the war in the 1990s,they also broadened their perspectives and narratives, and they 

realized the importance of critical thinking. The group showed great interest in the theme, and all 

at the end had the same thought: they were sad on how much they did not know before. Specific 

thing with this group was how gradually they gained confidence and trust, thus having in the first 

reflection only half of the group speak, and the next day, everyone started sharing their thoughts. 

This group also showed a great surprise in the moment of interest during lectures, asking our 

speakers many amazing questions. Also, what was interesting that happened in this year’s 

Herzegovina group, was that most of them who have just met in Stolac, have become and remain 

great friends, which is a phenomenon that we are seeing for the first time, an entire group forming 

close contact. This is amazing because, despite receiving such knowledge, it is important to share 

the same knowledge, and if you have your safe group who thinks just like you, the more expected 

it is from you to do so. Overall, this year’s School of different memories in Herzegovina was 

successful, and we are happy with its outcome. 

 

Final words 

To close off, the three camps of the past have been successfully implemented. We have reached 

new young people of Bosnia and Herzegovina who have learned new information, seen locations 

they rarely would’ve seen, heard real stories from real victims of war and understood every side’s 

point of view and the dealing of the burden of trauma and ptsp- and met new friends. Hopefully 

they will continue our mission and after our eventful month of dealing with the past. This year we 

have gained seven participants which have fulfilled all three camps. We have been content with 

the progress we have seen, especially with these seven participants who have noticeable 

differences from their first to last reflection, and we hope that this was just a small step towards a 

bigger goal. To conclude, this year has been fruitful and intense with our traditional summer 

camps, and we believe it has shown itself in the best manner.  
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Suppressing Hate Speech Through Empowerment of Youth 

Donor: Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in BiH 

 

 

Project summary: 

Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) is a post-conflict society burdened with a legacy of material 

destruction, value-system disruption, and lack of mutual trust and collaboration. These factors are 

prerequisite of individual's alienation, individual isolation and massive influx of negativity among 

people, via media, as well as personally. Media is being used to spread hatred and negativity 

providing an image of our society as one which hates everyone and everything. 

 

Communication fills 80% of our life, the way we communicate and use the words makes a huge 

difference in our life, especially now in era of social media and internet.  Although, a lot of people 

are not saying out loud and publicy what they really mean, their opinion is visible in online media 

without restraints mostly because such actions are without sanctions. Most people led by certain 

narrative, frustration, injustice or discrimination are exchanging freedom of expression to hate 

speech, which is quite different and harms the democratization of BiH society, which is post-

conflict and carries on transgenerational trauma. For more than 20 years and even today, we are 

filled with news that spread intolerance, hatred and divisions, regardless of countless benefits of 

Internet and social media.  

 

The most important thing that this project can contribute to is suppressing hate speech by young 

people from different communities, and in the same time actively advocate for sanctions against 

hate speech.  

 

The project will inform, educate and equip young people with critical thinking skills, media 

literacy, negotiation and problem-solving with an aim of engaging local communities with us and 

relevant actors in joint fight against hate speech and extremist narratives. This project enables a 

diverse set of activities in order to advocate and promote freedom of expression as a principle and 

a founding point of a democratic society. 

.   

 

Through this project, we will work on furthering media literacy among youth and diminishing hate 

speech in traditional and online media. For instance, by inviting young journalists/researchers to 
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participate in the project activities we will equip these participants with knowledge and skills in 

areas of freedom of expression and independent media and provide them with the opportunity to 

research and write reports in a manner that ensures journalistic objectivity.  

The project prioritizes promotion of an independent media that is based on free and objective 

reporting and that is free of political and/or other influences via a series of activities; Training for 

young journalists/researchers, and students, Media literacy and Hate speech toolkit development 

and presentation, Interdisciplinary research, Law drafting, Discussion and Presentation in 

Parliamentary Assembly with public handing over the draft law and research findings to relevant 

institutions. All project activities will be promoted via online campaign.   

Project activities in 2021.: 

 

1.On-line training No.2 (originally planned to take place in Sarajevo as on-site training No.3) was 

held in period 8th to 11th of January 2021. With circumstances of COVID19 pandemics forcing 

us to cancel planned on-site activity in Sarajevo, once again we were forced to organize a training 

in on-line format via Zoom application. On this activity a total of 31 participants took place in 

training. 

 

In general, all trainings, regardless of on-site or on-line setting, received favorable impressions 

from participants regarding the quality of lectures, choice of lecturers and subject of training itself. 

The only issue was regarding the on-line setting in which participants were unable to interact more 

among themselves, which in on-site activities can provide an additional qualitative side of every 

activity, but in the other hand, on-line setting of trainings did enable us to achieve planned number 

of participants, which in case of implementing the trainings on-site due to pandemics situation 

wouldn’t be possible. 

 

 

2. Toolkit development 

As per project plan, we have developed the Toolkit for teaching media literacy. Toolkit itself can 

be used by teachers in the high schools as an addition to the official curriculum. The toolkit is an 

innovative tool that will tackle the issue of hate speech, fake news, and media literacy 

Thematic areas are the same ones that were part of media literacy trainings, as such are indeed part 

of wider area of media literacy in general. In this activity we have created a toolkit as an innovative 

learning method about hate speech and media literacy. Illustrate and appeal to hate speech and 

media literacy as a subject for high school students and teachers. Informal education is enhanced 

as the tool to contribute to decreasing of the hate speech in the public space. 
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By the of the year we have presented the toolkit in following communities: Sarajevo, Tešanj, 

Mostar, Trebinje, Banja Luka, Sanski Most, Bihac, Bijeljina, Brčko, Sapna, Ugljevik, Teočak, 

Lopare, Čelić and Tuzla. Representatives of educational ministries and relevant bodies, civil 

society organizations, elementary and high schools were present and the response was of immense 

satisfaction for a tool that will be helpful in planning and teaching the students on the subject of 

media literacy. 

 

 

3.Law proposal 

As planned per project proposal, a team consisting of YIHR BiH and Global Analitika staff and 

two selected experts as well, was formed and first meeting was held in late August in which work 

plan for development of law proposal was formed. Said plan include systematic research based on 

comparative analysis of hate speech regulation acts (laws and bylaws) in Western Balkans 

countries and European Union member states. 
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In past period law proposal was finished and it is ready, and in following period will be part of 

lobbying process with members of Parliament as to ensure the possibility of adoption of the law 

and will culminate in final activity of the project: Panel discussion and final project conference at 

the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
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Antifa 2.0 

Donor: Rockefeller Brothers foundation 

 

Project description: 

We are witnessing both global and local regressive forces whose voice of hatred and intolerance 

towards the other and the different is more and more present and louder. At a time of what can be 

identified as evolved and modern fascism with its modern forms (xenophobia, misogyny, sexism, 

Islamophobia and others) it is necessary to give a clear answer from anti-fascism. 

We wanted to respond to the emergence of the strengthening of fascism and the ubiquity of modern 

manifestations of fascism through education and giving a voice to young people. 

Through the project "Antifa 2.0" we wanted to upgrade anti-fascism in order to be able to respond 

to the demands of modern forms of fascism. 

In the past period, using the tools of culture, education and youth activism, to modern forms of 

fascism, we opposed the voices of young people from all over Bosnia and Herzegovina, wanting 

through culture and youth activism to remind of the importance of social engagement of citizens 

as a democratic barrier in response to the dangers of historical revisionism. 

The program "Antifa 2.0” provided an opportunity for young people to give their voice and make 

an effort to strengthen the role of the individual as a barrier to modern trends of fascism and 

through adequate use of various educational and artistic methods to influence the general public 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina and give a clear answer to fascism in public space. 

 

Activities: 

The Antifa exhibition opened in Sarajevo on May 7th at the Museum of Literature and Theater 

Arts. 
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Antifa exhibition Sarajevo - Messages from visitors 

The opening was attended by representatives of the Ministry of Education: Una-Sana Canton, 

Herzegovina-Neretva Canton, Bosnia-Podrinje Canton, Zenica-Doboj Canton. 

Principals and professional associates of high schools from: East Sarajevo, Pale, Goražde, Brčko, 

Gradačac, Livno, Mostar, Travnik. 

Presence of representative of ministries of Education is of utmost importance since it provides us 

with solid foundation for future cooperation regarding Antifa activities since support of relevant 

ministries is necessary for entering the schools and working directly with students and their 

teachers. 

Representatives of the Austrian Cultural Center, the Dutch Embassy and the OSCE Mission to 

BiH were also present. 

On Saturday, May 8th, a working meeting was held at which we discussed the mutual networking 

of schools, through external teaching activities supported institutionally by the relevant ministry. 

The representatives of the ministry pointed out the need for the exhibition to visit schools 

throughout BiH with adequate workshops on the topic of anti-fascism. 
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The necessity of developing media literacy and getting acquainted with the terminology that refers 

to modern forms of fascism was pointed out. 

In the first week, the exhibition was visited by about 100 visitors, of which 60 were students of 

Srednjoškolski Centar Pale and the Srednja škola “28. Juni” East Sarajevo. 

In the space of the Youth Center Banja Luka, visitors had the opportunity to see the installation in 

the period from May 19th to May 22nd. 

 

Banja Luka exhibition visitors 

 

 

 

 

During the stay of the YIHR team in Banja Luka, a meeting was held with the city leadership. The 

meeting was attended by Fuad Avdagić and Andjelka Matijević, project coordinators on behalf of 

YIHR and Ms. Nevena Blagojević - Podrić on behalf of the City Administration of Banja Luka.  

On that occasion, we introduced Ms. Blagojević-Podrić with current projects and activities in 

YIHR and future plans, as well as the desire to establish institutional cooperation between Sarajevo 

and Banja Luka to the mutual satisfaction.   

We agreed that culture is a bridge that "breaks down prejudices" and that will unite young people 

throughout BiH. 
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The opening of the exhibition was attended by representatives of the EU office in Banja Luka, 

representatives of the organization “Ostra Nula”and the assistant mayor for social activities of the 

city of Banja Luka, Mrs. Milada Šukalo. 

In the premises of the Cultural Center Mostar, from May 25th to May 28th with the support of the 

Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports, the exhibition was hosted in Mostar. 

 

Mostar exhibition students visiting the exhibition 

The exhibition was visited by students and professors of the Medical School, the First Gymnasium 

of Mostar, students of the Public Institution Secondary Textile and Agricultural School and the 

United World College together with their professors.  
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See the signs exhibition 

Donor: Goethe Institute 

 

A multimedial, educational exhibition on anti-fascism provides an overview of the historical 

development of fascism and modern forms of fascism. The exhibition provided visitors with an 

insight into the development of the totalitarian ideology of fascism and why it is important to 

recognize the parallel between the rise of fascism in the 1930s and the rise of modern forms of 

fascism through modern "alt-right" and other forms of right-wing ideologies in today's society. 

 The exhibition also has an interactive segment through which visitors can leave their messages 

and thoughts on the importance of learning about the dangers of fascism in today's society. 

For the “See the Signs” exhibition two kinds of workshops were performed with the visiting school 

classes. One was a World Café, where students discussed questions to the exhibition with the help 

of the accompanying dictionary-leaflet. The terms that the students were most familiar with before 

the exhibition were “fascism”, “feminism”, “racism”, “discrimination” and “authority”. 

“Misogyny” was by far the most unknown term for these participants, followed by the term 

“xenophobia”. For the question of which of these issues the participants can find in their daily lives 

many things came to their mind. The most written down were “discrimination”, “nationalism”, 

“prejudices”, and “sexism”, while “homophobia”, “racism”, and “misogyny” closely followed 

them in the amount. Asking about what they would like to change the answers were diverse and 

encompassed different aspects of life. From the before mentioned terms “discrimination”, “racism” 

and “nationalism” were what the participants wanted to change the most. Examples of the diverse 

answers to what they would like to change would be “improving gender-equality”, “everything”, 

“fighting against violence” and many mentioned that they want to work against alcohol and drugs. 

On its journey through BiH, the exhibition visited the following cities: Goražde, Foča, Jablanica, 

Mostar, Stolac, Travnik, Bugojno, Gradačac, and in February 2022, a visit to Pale is planned. 

We talked with local and high school students, interested individuals, students and young people 

in each of these cities as part of the exhibition through the form of "Word Caffe" through an open 

discussion about modern forms of fascism, tools for recognition and response. 

Throughout the discussion, we presented to the participants anti-fascism as a fundamental human 

value that as such does not deny their ethnic and / or religious identity, which is a common 

stereotype in which anti-fascism is associated with the totalitarian ideology of communism. 

For the duration of the exhibition during 2021, the exhibition was visited by about 1,500 pupils, 

students and interested individuals. In addition to the schools themselves, NGOs from local 

communities, the media and local self-government also showed interest. 
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Youth and Memory Activism / You and Me 

Donor: The Europe for Citizens Programme of the European Union. 

The Youth and Memory Activism project is in cooperation with Associació Conèixer Història (Discovering 

History Association) and Fundació Solidaritat UB from Spain, and Youth for Exchange & Understanding 

(YEU) from Cyprus. The project is co-funded by the Europe for Citizens Programme of the European 

Union.  

In the first of three seminars participants from Barcelona and from all over Bosnia and Herzegovina came 

together in Sarajevo to learn more about the history and different kinds of memorialization in BiH. 

In the scope of this seminar, we had two expert lecturers, Nikolas Moll for learning more about history and 

Claudia Zini who told us about arts and memorialization. The group also visited the Historical Museum, 

the 11/7/95 Gallery and the War Childhood Museum in Sarajevo.  

 

The highlight of the seminar were three public performances that the participants thought of 

themselves, and which were executed in front of the Eternal Flame, the Sacred Heart Cathedral 

and Sebilj in the centre of the city and which were a huge success. These performances dealt with 

issues that all participants, regardless of their place of origin, face. They included a silent play on 

the issues of facing nationalism, sexism, homophobia and collective guilt; a rap against prejudices 

with simultaneous sign language translation; and a play asking who is the odd one out with 

showing participants of different nationalities and ethnicities during tasks and activities of daily 

life.  
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During the five days the different groups grew closer together, had the chance to exchange about 

their individual and mutual histories and gained new perspectives of common issues.  

The project will continue in 2022 with a seminar in Nicosia, Cyprus, in January and the final 

seminar in March in Barcelona. There the participants will meet again and learn more about the 

respective histories, reconciliation, and memorialization.  
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Memorialization 

 

PRIJEDOR 

During the 1992/1995 war Prijedor was one of the places throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina that 

suffered greatly, especially in terms of human lives and infrastructure. Prijedor was known for 

three terrifying concentration camps: Omarska, Trnopolje and Keraterm. Thousands of non-Serbs 

passed through these destructive facilities, and thousands were killed during the war in and around 

Prijedor. Men and women were killed and raped, children killed and taken to their families, 

innocent citizens tortured and persecuted 

With the aim of supporting the parents of the killed children in Prijedor, but also as an expression 

of solidarity with all victims facing obstruction and denial of the right to remembrance in all parts 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the region, White Ribbon Day was celebrated in Sarajevo on May 

31. 

Under the slogan "for equality and the right of all victims to remembrance" on the Eiffel Bridge, 

in Skenderija, we gathered with organizations and individuals from the initiative "Jer me se tiče". 

By reading the names of the killed children of Prijedor and handing out white ribbons, we paid 

tribute to the victims of Prijedor and drew attention to the fact that the governing structures have 

denied the right to remember the families of victims, but also the whole of BiH. society.
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The gathering in Sarajevo was organized simultaneously with the gathering of parents and relatives 

of the murdered children in Prijedor, who have been demanding the right to build a monument for 

their murdered children from the local authorities in Prijedor for years. 

KAZANI  

Kazani is an inaccessible place on Mount Trebevic where civilians were brought in and killed 

during the siege of Sarajevo. Their bodies were thrown into a deep pit. The number of people killed 

in Kazan has not been officially determined yet. After the war, during several excavations from 

the pit, the remains of 23 victims were exhumed, of which 15 were identified. YIHR BiH is aware 

that 26 years have passed since the commission of the crime in Kazan, while the victims have not 

yet been honored in a dignified manner and many citizens of the capital of our country are not 

aware of the crime. 

YIHR activists visited the unmarked site of the Kazan massacre where we held a history lesson 

with Nicolas Moll and reminded ourselves of the importance of memorializing all crimes.

 

 

 

 

 

 


